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NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2007 

This final newsletter for 2007 reflects the tremendous effort that our young team have made this year, both in making balls, and in using them to make a difference. On the ball production front, our stitchers have worked their needles tirelessly through thick leather ball panels more than 93 million times to produce the 65,000 balls that were made, which is more than twice the volume we produced last year. Our awareness work in this quarter alone has included the Gatanga Roadshow, World AIDS day, the Kasigau Champions League Finals, the East African Safari Rally and the Nairobi Christmas Craft Fair. Efforts to tackle the spread of preventable illnesses are almost futile however if made in isolation, so we’ve been busy strengthening existing and building future partnerships. As a result, our relationships with the Ministry of Education, NACC, Kenya Red Cross, Safaricom, PEPFAR, World Scouts, Care, MYSA, UEFA, UK Sport, Adidas and Puma are now stronger, and we are better prepared for the challenges that lie ahead. For me, the highlight of the year was receiving the Ministry of Education’s request to have our HIV/AIDS awareness posters displayed in all 4,000 Government schools in Kenya.  The low point was the telephone call from London I received on the 27th September informing that Jim Cogan, our founder and my mentor, had died on the flight back to London that morning after visiting us here in Nairobi.  Jim’s passing has affected us deeply and he’ll be sorely missed, but it has also made us even more determined to see that his vision becomes reality for the benefit of the young people in this world that he spent his entire life trying to help. On behalf of all the Directors and staff at Alive & Kicking Kenya, I’d like to wish you and your families a happy and peaceful Christmas, and we hope that 2008 brings you good health and much success with your projects.    Warm regards – Martin Barnard, Managing Director.


HIV/AIDS Awareness Posters
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The Ministry of Education has given its approval to our HIV/AIDS awareness posters that feature a number of Kenya’s top sports personalities. This means that a set of the posters will be displayed in all 4,000 secondary schools in Kenya. The printing and distribution has been made possible thanks to donations received from the Kenya Red Cross, Safaricom Ltd and two rookie rally crews from the UK (see later story).  

Gatanga Road Show
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Once again we were fortunate enough to secure funding to embark on another road show. This one ran for 3 weeks in Gatanga District, near Thika.  As before, Alive & Kicking teamed up with 12 young animators from the Mathare Youth Sports Association (MYSA), and we visited and presented to a total of 42 secondary schools in the District, donating 10 balls to each school in the process. A knowledge awareness survey was carried out on all Form 1 students who were each given a set of awareness mini posters to take home. During the event, we managed to interact with over 11,000 students and provide advice and powerful messages on how to avoid contracting HIV.  
East Africa Classic Rally
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One of our most successful awareness and fund raising events of the year came about thanks to the intervention of Simon Brocklebank - Fowler, one of Jim Cogan’s former pupils at Westminster. Simon’s friend Jeremy Bennett, had managed to persuade three of his friends - Tim Chesser, Neil McGrigor and Charles Nicholson to join him and enter two cars in the East African Safari Classic. Besides rallying, Jeremy wanted to use his team’s participation to raise funds for making a difference in Kenya. Thankfully, Jeremy mentioned this to Simon who proposed Alive and Kicking be the change makers, and that the money raised be used to buy balls to give out to kids, orphanages, and worthy projects along the route. None of the four had ever rallied before, but they managed not only to complete the grueling 4,300 km circuit, but finish 1st and 2nd in their class. Over Kshs 4m was raised through the initiative which has allowed Alive & Kicking not only to give out the 1,000 balls to schools and various projects encountered, but to cover the outstanding costs of printing the 4,000 sets of HIV awareness posters that we mentioned in the first article.  Simon, who came over to coordinate the fund-raising and see Alive & Kicking’s work for himself, was accompanied throughout the rally by Joel Kinuthia who took him to visit more than 20 projects. We were extremely honoured that Dr “Kip” Keino took time out of his busy schedule to represent us at the ceremonial launch.
Simon presenting balls at  Amboseli Primary School.
World Aids Day
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AKK’s Carol Ngori & Martin Barnard alongside US Ambassador Michael Ranneberger & NACC’s Chairperson Professor Miriam Were at KICC
Alive & Kicking were invited by Kenya’s National Aids Control Council (NACC) to launch its HIV/AIDS awareness posters at the Kenya International Conference Centre (KICC) on 1st December – as part of NACC’s annual observation of World Aids Day. Two of Alive & Kicking’s awareness ambassadors, Conjestina Achieng and Isaac Juma, were also in attendance to mark the launch. 
Christmas Craft Fair
Our final event for the year was the Nairobi Christmas Craft Fair held at the Ngong Race Course, to which we had been invited as one of the nominated charities. Close to 10,000 people attended the two day event which allowed us to network, let a lot more people know about what we are doing, and last but not least - sell balls to the public. We used the event to launch our new mini-ball, which proved highly popular and contributed significantly to ball sales worth Ksh. 244,000. 
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Carol Ngori wooing a prospective customer
Visitors

Once again we would like to thank all the visitors who have taken the time to come and visit our Mombasa Road Workshop over the last quarter. These include Sophie Powell from the UK who did a 3 month internship, Jacques Sandrizi and Euloge Ishimwe from the World Scouts Bureau, Mary Liao & Kevin Young from the University of Calgary, Ben from GAFFER, Andy Williams and Joanna Wakia from Retrak, Michele from the Rafiki wa Maendeleo Trust, Simon Channing Williams, Neto and Claire Broughton from the Constant Gardener Trust, Ash from Toona Tree, Simon Brocklebank – Fowler from Cubitt Consulting in London, Maureen Osolo from the Kenya Times (who did such a great feature on us thank you Maureen), German TV, Chris Roe from Alive & Kicking UK en-route to take up a post with Alive & Kicking Zambia, and last but not least - Rukia & Wolfgang, from Alive & Kicking South Africa.
New Supporters
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News Briefs
· In September, Martin travelled to Namibia to attend the UK Sport funded “Next Steps” Conference on Sport for Development.
· In October, Alive & Kicking created HIV/AIDS awareness during the 3rd Kasigau Champions League Finals in Maungu, Taita Taveta District.

· FIFA referee Carlin Alusa represented Alive & Kicking at Kenya Red Cross’ Sports Day held on World Aids Day, in Dandora.
· We made the ball that was used in the opening Cecafa Senior Challege Cup match between Tanzania and Kenya in December.
Thank you 
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Finally, we’d like to say a big thank you to all of you for supporting us and buying nearly 65,000 balls this year, many of which we are sure will make a difference.
Corporates:


Com 21


Credit Suisse


Cubitt Consulting


London Learning





NGOs/Foundations:


The Constant Gardener Trust


War Child


Read International


Toona Tree
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